Herbert L. Burklund, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. Typical estimates of fuLture demand for clectric power in the United States assume a continuation of the previous rate of growth; power consumption eight times that of the present is projected for the year 2000. Little attention is devoted to the anatomy of the future demand. It is pointed out that population is growing, the gross national product is expanding, and energy demands are expected to increase. However, it is physically impossible for exponential growth to continue indefinitely. Already it is apparent that the generation and distribution of electricity entails some damage to the environment. Utilities can be expected to minimize the damage through the use of cleaner fuels, better siting, and underground transmission of power. However, some problems will persist. If conventional fuels are employed, the increased demands on them will speed exhaustion of oil and gas, and the use of large quantities of coal is likely to despoil large areas. NuLclear power carries with it many risks. Thus the utilities can expect to face continuing opposition in their efforts to expand power generation. The outcome of the battle is likely to rest on a balancing of social costs versus benefits to the consumer.
Much of the electric power goes to industry and to commercial use.
However, the public is most immediately affected by that part going to individual consumers, and the electorcate is likely to base many of its attitudes on personal experience.
If private consumers were to increase their use of power by a factor of 8 by the year 2000, where would the demand come from? Only a small fraction of the increase would come from population growth. There continues to be a proliferation of electrical gadgetry, but power consumption by most of these devices is trivial. For example, an electric razor consulmes only a kilowatt hour per year, which is less than an airconditioned house uses in an hour. In general, the devices that are used intermittently consume only modest amounts annually. Major 
